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thatÕs what shops that buy
noncertified lifts are doing.
I believe they are taking a
tremendous risk.Ó 

The next step, whether a
business has existing lifts or
has just installed new lifts,
is to establish a planned
service regimen, OÕGorman
said.  The American
National Standards Institute
ANSI/ALI ALOIM
(Automotive Lift Operation
Inspection and
Maintenance) recommends
that businesses follow the
lift manufacturerÕs
recommendations for
service and inspection or, in
the absence of manufacturer
information, follow the
standard. he said.

OÕGorman said OSHA
does not have its own
regulations on lifts but
instead uses ALIÕs standards
and can, therefore, under its
General Duty Clause, cite
shops for not performing
planned maintenance.  He
said that in the case of a
workplace accident or complaint,
OSHA would inspect a shopÕs
equipment and records, and can also
do that as part of a regular inspection.

While it is possible to handle
inspections and service in house,
OÕGorman said he suggests Òleaving it
to the pros,Ó either the manufacturerÕs
personnel or their distributors staff.
ÒA shop owner needs to consider the
liability factors and risk management
factors of servicing and maintaining
lifts in house,Ó he said.

ALI has also developed several
products to help shop owners ensure
that employees understand how to

safely use a lift, OÕGorman said.  In
October, the association introduced a
24-minute lift safety DVD hosted by
NASCAR legends Richard and Kyle
Petty, he said.  The DVD kit, in
addition to the training video, contains
the associationÕs safety manual and a
written test that managers can have
employees take to ensure they
understand the safety information.  

OÕGorman said the kit can be
obtained through ALI for $79 or may
be available at a discount through lift
manufacturers or other trade
associations, such as the Tire Industry
Association (TIA).

In recent years, ALI
has developed a Strategic
Safety Alliance program
to help disseminate its
safety materials.  TIA
and a several state auto
dealer associations have
joined the program as
have industry participants
such as
Bridgestone/Firestone.  It
has helped the issue of
automotive lift safety
training reach thousands
of people, OÕGorman
said.

In addition to the
video, the association
also offers the industry
recognized ÒVehicle
Lifting Points Quick
Reference GuideÓ,
OÕGorman said.  The
guide includes
manufacturersÕ suggested
lifting points, he said.
Lifting at other points on
the vehicle can result in
vehicle damage, injury,
or lift failure, he said.

OÕGorman said ALI is
happy to help shops interested in lift
safety and encourages them to contact
the association at 607-756-7775 or by
visiting its Web site at
www.autolift.org. ❚
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The ALI lift safety DVD is hosted by Richard and Kyle Petty.




