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When your customers bring their vehi-
cles in for regularly-scheduled mainte-
nance, your Technicians likely inspect all 
vehicle systems to make sure everything 
is functioning properly. That’s because 
regular inspections help identify small 
issues before they grow into major prob-
lems. It’s often easier for you and more 
cost-effective for the customer to fix an 
issue early, rather than wait for some-
thing to fail. 

The same logic applies to vehicle lifts. By 
having every lift in your facility inspected 
annually, you can help increase the life 
of the lifts and protect the health of the 
Technicians who use them. But just as 
you know that not all vehicle Service 
Technicians are trained in proper OEM 
repair procedures or certified by the Na-
tional Institute for Automotive Service 
Excellence (ASE), not all lift inspectors 
should be trusted to inspect your lifts.  

Who is qualified to inspect your lifts? 
What will they look for during the inspec-
tion? The answers to these questions 
were not very clear until the Automotive 
Lift Institute (ALI) introduced the coun-
try’s first third-party certification for ve-
hicle lift inspectors in 2012. Today, deal-
ers across North America can rely on the 
ALI Lift Inspector Certification Program 
to find inspectors who have been inde-
pendently tested and qualified to prop-
erly inspect vehicle lifts of any kind. 

vehiCle lift inSpeCtionS 
proteCt workerS AnD 

equipment
    b u t  Y o u  s h o u l d n ’ t  t R u s t  j u s t  a n Y o n e      

             B y  B o B  o ’ g o r m A n

ALI Certified Lift Inspectors are qualified to inspect any type of vehicle lift built by any manufacturer, so they can 
take care of an entire facility at one time.

Annual vehicle lift inspections conducted by qualified inspectors can help increase the life of your lifts and 
protect the health of the technicians who use them. Inspectors can often identify lift issues before they become 
major problems, which prevents emergency repairs and costly downtime.
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lift inspection basics
Your Service Technicians should make 
a habit of checking their vehicle lifts 
daily for wear, corrosion, unusual noises 
and fluid levels. A qualified lift inspector 
should also inspect each lift as directed 
by the owner’s manual, at least annu-
ally. When the time comes for an annual 
inspection, a qualified lift inspector will 
travel to your facility and evaluate each 
lift’s operating mechanisms, safety sys-
tems, structural integrity, modifications 
and maintenance. Depending on the 
number of lifts in the shop and the thor-
oughness of the inspector, the process 
could take anywhere from a few hours 
to a full day. 

If the inspector identifies a potential 
issue with one of your lifts, he or she 
should bring it to your attention. Often, a 
regularly-maintained and inspected ve-
hicle lift in need of necessary repairs can 
be serviced at your convenience, which 
prevents costly downtime and helps en-
sure that parts will be available. 

lift inspections and safety enforcement 
Annual vehicle lift inspections don’t just 
protect workers and prevent emergency 
fixes. In the United States, they are also 
required under work bay standards ap-
proved by the American National Stan-
dards Institute (ANSI) and sponsored by 
ALI, an ANSI Accredited Standards De-
veloper and Product Safety Certification 
Organization. 

ANSI oversees the issuance of more 
than 35,000 standards that cover safety, 
performance, materials, procedures and 
testing. While many of the safety stan-
dards address known shop hazards, the 
standard that specifically covers vehicle 
lift inspection, operation and mainte-
nance is ANSI/ALI ALOIM-2008 (R2013).

This is important to you because health 
and safety officials rely on guidance 
from industry standards like ANSI/ALI 
ALOIM-2008 (R2013) when making de-
terminations about the safety of vehicle 
service facilities. Industry news reports 
have shown that over the past several  

“bY having eveRY liFt in YouR FacilitY
insPected annuallY, You can helP incRease 

the liFe oF the liFts and PRotect the 
health oF the technicians Who use them.” 
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years, a rise in employee personal injury 
litigation, a flood of untested products 
being dumped into the North American 
equipment marketplace, and the fact 
that the Bureau of Labor and Statistics 
reports that thousands of Service and 
repair workers are treated for shop in-
juries each year, have driven these of-
ficials to increase their focus on vehicle 
Service providers. That’s why it’s more 
crucial now than ever before that your 
facility is in compliance with industry 
safety standards. 

Since ANSI/ALI ALOIM-2008 (R2013) 
stipulates that a qualified lift inspector 
should inspect lifts at least annually, 
you can help to protect your business 
against vehicle lift-related health and 
safety citations and fines by scheduling 
yearly inspections. 

The importance of inspector certifica-
tion
Annual vehicle lift inspections can help 
protect your dealership, but you must 
be mindful of who you hire to conduct 
them. ALI Certified Lift Inspectors are 
the only professional inspectors who are 
tested by the Automotive Lift Institute 
and proven qualified to inspect vehicle 
lifts in accordance with ANSI/ALI ALO-
IM-2008 (R2013).

Although lift inspection requirements 
were first written into industry stan-
dards in the early 1990s, no third-party 
inspector certification or accreditation 
program existed until the ALI Lift In-
spector Certification Program was in-
troduced in 2012. Before its launch, lift 
users were left to decide for themselves 
whether or not an inspector was quali-
fied. This “buyer beware” environment 
could be confusing at times and indus-
try leaders spoke out about the need for 

inspector certification. As a result, ALI 
invested several years and more than 
$700,000 to develop North America’s 
first third-party certification program 
for vehicle lift inspectors. ALI, a trade 
association of North American-based 
lift manufacturers, sees the program 
as a natural extension of the lift safety 
programs it manages in service of its 
mission to promote the safe design, 
construction, installation, service, in-
spection and use of automotive lifts. 

To ensure each vehicle lift inspection is thorough, ALI Certified Lift Inspectors follow a stan-
dardized procedure that is approved by the Automotive Lift Institute (ALI) in accordance with 
nationally recognized safety standards.

ALI Certified Lift Inspectors are qualified to inspect any type of 
vehicle lift built by any manufacturer. They assess the lift, bay and 
shop, and provide written reports with repair recommendations to 
the Fixed Ops Manager or Supervisor.

“todaY, dealeRs acRoss

noRth ameRica can RelY on the

ali liFt insPectoR

ceRtiFication PRogRam to Find

insPectoRs Who have been

indePendentlY tested and qualiFied

to PRoPeRlY insPect vehicle liFts

oF anY kind.” 
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To enroll in the ALI Lift Inspector Cer-
tification Program, an inspector can-
didate must have at least 12 months 
of experience inspecting vehicle lifts. 

Each candidate must pass a pre-course 
exam, a course exam and conduct a se-
ries of practical experience inspections 
representing each of the seven major lift 
types before being granted certification. 

Using the two exams, ALI is able to 
qualify individuals who are capable of 
inspecting any type of vehicle lift built 
by any manufacturer. ALI Certified Lift 
Inspectors are tested to ensure they are 
competent to thoroughly inspect vehicle 
lifts and keep lift owners knowledgeable 
of their compliance with OSHA’s General 
Duty Clause.

“theRe aRe moRe than 200 ali ceRtiFied 

liFt insPectoRs acRoss the u.s. and 

canada. to make it easY FoR dealeRs to 

Find insPectoRs in theiR aReas, ali has 

develoPed an online database oF 

ali ceRtiFied liFt insPectoRs.” 

powerpusher.com  •  800-800-9274

Pushes 18,000 lbs up a 5% grade
Safe for use on plastic bumpers
Variable Speed–Soft Touch Control
Built-in 115V charging system

Pushes 18,000 lbs up a 5% grade

Variable Speed–Soft Touch Control

Pushes 18,000 lbs up a 5% grade
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p. 94

J a n u a r y  /  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 5  | |  F i x e d  O p s  M a g a z i n e

While inspecting your lifts, Certified Lift 
Inspectors follow a standardized pro-
cedure that’s approved by ALI in ac-
cordance with the nationally recognized 
safety standard, so they will not over-
look something a non-certified inspec-
tor might miss. They assess the lift, bay 
and shop, and provide written reports 
with any repair recommendations to the 
Fixed Ops Director or Supervisor. The 
inspector then applies a dated label to 
each lift that passes inspection, so it’s 
clear to you, your Technicians, clients 
and any health and safety officials when 
the last inspection took place. 

 

An ALI Certified Lift Inspector will apply a dated label 
to each lift that passes inspection, so it’s clear to 
you, your Technicians, clients and health and safety 
officials when the last inspection took place.

More than 200 lift inspectors across the United States and Canada have completed the ALI 
Lift Inspector Certification Program since its inception in 2012. To achieve certification, each 
candidate must pass a pre-course exam, a course exam and conduct a series of practical 
experience inspections that cover the seven major lift types.

“ali ceRtiFied liFt insPectoRs aRe

the onlY PRoFessional insPectoRs

Who aRe tested bY the automotive

liFt institute and PRoven qualiFied to

insPect vehicle liFts in accoRdance 

With ansi/ali aloim-2008 (R2013).” 
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Finding a certified inspector
Today, there are more than 200 ALI Cer-
tified Lift Inspectors across the U.S. and 
Canada. To make it easy for dealers to 
find inspectors in their areas, ALI has 
developed an online database of ALI 
Certified Lift Inspectors. The searchable 
database can be accessed at www.au-
tolift.org/dealer.php. Simply enter your 
ZIP code, select a preferred radius to 
search and filter by state, if needed. 
Each database entry includes the in-
spector’s individual certification num-
ber, company, contact information and 
photo. The database is growing rapidly 
as new inspector candidates complete 
the program requirements. 

our most-preferred customers bring 
their cars, trucks and SUVs to you for 
regular checkups. Follow their example 
and take ownership of safety at your 
facility by scheduling annual lift inspec-
tions with an ALI Certified Lift Inspector. 
Your equipment should last longer, you 
could avoid costly health and safety ci-
tations and an inspection might turn up 
something that may just save a Techni-
cian’s life. After all, their safety is riding 
on it.

During a vehicle lift inspection, an ALI 
Certified Lift Inspector will evaluate the 
lift’s operating mechanisms, safety sys-
tems, structural integrity, modifications 
and maintenance.

ALI Certified Lift Inspectors are tested by the 
Automotive Lift Institute (ALI) to ensure they 
are competent to thoroughly inspect vehicle 
lifts and inform lift owners about compliance 
with OSHA’s General Duty Clause. Each candi-
date who completes the certification program 
is assigned an individual inspector number.

R.W. “Bob” O’Gorman is the President 
of ALI. For more information, visit www.
autolift.org
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That’s not just a lift—that’s a bold example of American 
ingenuity. Add to that rigorous testing and superior 
engineering and you have a lift that stands above the rest. 

Learn more at rotarylift.com/raised-in-madison/fo




